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Twenty five years ago Citywest was begun with the
landscape development of the first fifteen acres
extending from the N7 ( the old Naas Road ) and
including the road bridge and as far as the Tara Pool
Area. The development of business parks or
campus around the world at that time placed great
emphasis on the landscape and working
environment, and against all trends in Ireland at that
time the landscape was created before any

buildings were built.

The concept of the landscape was to create a
natural setting based on that found in the west of
Ireland, but at a Iocation with the logistical
advantages of__the c’ébifél city of Dublin . Within 3

months -of ‘|‘5Ianning permission seventy thousand

“sapling trees were planted as an on site nursery,

", _thésSe trees were then lifted and transplanted over a

e

ten year '|5'eriod. This permitted the opportunity to
create an immediately mature setting for the
buildings and minimum cost and loss.

A series of lakes and watercourses were built, and
20 years later the Waterside Development was built
overlooking the lakes, waterfall a‘;d cascade and its
mature woodland backdrop. Over 5,000 tons of
stone was used and drawn from the Dublin

mountains behind Tallaght.
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At the centre of Citywest lies the Tara Pool and Lake, over time it is designed to be encircled by a crescent of buildings.
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Tara Lake overlooked by Fidelity and the phased development of the crescent
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Tara Lake in autumn



The Central Green within the Tara Lake.
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- SRR Reflections;'of a summer day at Tara Lake capturing the ever-changing Irish landscape.
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Nature willing and playing its part, the landscape
concept at Citywest may on occasion re-create a
landscape that has similar qualities to those
rural places which inspired the artists’

imagination in the past.

It is the reversal of the process through design
to create an atmosphere, in effect an outdoor
theatre, similar to that which encouraged the
Irish myths and poetry as articulated in the past
by the Bard (poet, Seanchaidhe (storyteller) and

Oirfididh (musician).

It happens occasionally as with these pictures of
the Tara Lake looking through the mist, the frost
and at night
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The frost of winter at Tara Lake
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Resident Swan at night in the Tara Lake
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Central to Citywest is the Tara Lake,
and central to the lake is the Tara
Pool. The design takes its reference
from the Hill of Tara, but takes it’s
form from the Tara Brooch
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The Pool of Tara
The bandscape concep! of Cllywnl perecives nature aa an art
Juran, achieed by the artistic and poetic fusion of ihe diterary
lamdscape and cultwre of Ircland, b fowrn an dmage rich in it
sublifities, of many dayers of culture, Bk wath sinplicity
of stone, waler, (andform and wootNouwd,
The two iterfnoling circles of stoan auad valer wre an
artistic mud cwltural imevpretutian hased ow die anciont site
of Twra in Ceunty Meath. Tura, o Teomrlsair in brish, was an
aneient huvial site from the second millenivem BC and the ecuire
of the high bingship i earvly medh coel Ireland. The uame i3
derived fram the gemilive “Tea mhrack " which meant spectacie.
The enbrance into the oo interlocking cinces 5 throweh
a tabyrinth of glani sunes, the destgr nf which druws 155
insparation from single standiug stones o monoliths callud
“gralicn ™ i Irish, which were evected frnnt the Neolithie periodd
when the great stome tombs ere baill. At e cocient sent af
Tara one of the most puwerful sones of Iredand iy the “Lia Fail”
or Stone of Destary africh syunbolised kingshid, when the test af
a true king was to be able 1o force oo standing stones fo part
and fo make the Lig Fuil cry out under the wheel of a chariot.
Al the cendre of the tdreles s o gquart: crysted spring which
Juwels the lavge and refletive sheets of waier thad capture the

imsaee of the eoerchanging s,
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The Tara Pool area was based ,gn'%he Tara Brooeh wgh/’z l1r3terloc ing rings, one inner circle paved with standing stones where the
jewels would appear on the bro6ch,%and a second ‘eifcle of \y‘ate@ lit into an outer nd an inner pool. The pools are fed from a
spring flowing from a quartz stone in ‘ﬂ‘aﬁe centre. i
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Two low stones are placed on the outer ring in the water a.{g_g}e,ntléi;@ats for mugicians t
’ Sl
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A line runs through the two circles Ik he pin of the brooch, and extends into the{outer ke as in a dry stone field wall when
| pamef ,tﬁe arga__pf Ardrahan, and followed by:iHe e mason Sean Stankard.
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“An architecture in league with the stones of the field.” Frank Lloyd Wright.
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“Our legends are always associated with places, and not merely every mountain and valley, but every strange stone and little coppice has its legend, preserved
in written or unwritten tradition.” AE Russell






Is
land and causeway

wanl A AR oy

\orae 1 3N
poves) 0 et R o

-‘MM’
L s ERSTLCH V| B ¢

)
”Ifl‘”- d

CITYWEST



th
>
-
N

Long view of the island across the lake
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View of the island of the lake and resident swan at night
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Highlight and reflections of colour



Highlight and reflections of colour



Highlight and reflections of colour across the lake hy the island
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Places to rest, to read, to meet, to lunch or to just watch the day go by.






——

VLR

.

-




. O
Ry

,\,

PP oot
-

et -/

=
y{ )







